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             MINUTES OF MEETING 13
th

 October 2010 

                   Galiwin’ku Community Advisory Board 
of 

East Arnhem Shire Council 
 

Meeting commenced at 10.30 am in the council office meeting room. 

1. Opening prayer led by Elaine Guymun Dhamarrandji. The members present elected 

Marrayurra to act as Chairperson for the meeting. Apologies were received from Jean 

Rurrukunbuy, Dianne Biritjalawuy and Rev. Djinyini Gondarra (Darwin), Dorothy 

Yuŋgirrŋa, Glen Dhälirri and Dorothy Bepuka (Nhulunbuy).  

2. Those in attendance were Elaine Guymun  and Alan Maratja (Djambarrpuyŋu), Joanne 

Garŋgulkpuy (Wangurri), Jane Garrutju and Helen Nyomba (Golpa), David Djalaŋgi and 

James Bäyuŋ (Gupapuyŋu/Birrkili), Chris Nulut Wanambi (Marraŋu), Marrayurra 

(Dhalwaŋu), Nancy Gudaltji (Warramiri), Don Wininba (Datiwuy & Councillor), Mavis 

Daŋanbarr (Liyagawumirr & Councillor) and Kaye Thurlow (Councillor). 

3.  Minutes of last meeting 11
th

 Aug. 2010 were approved. Business from these minutes was 

discussed –  

a. Church/community meeting grounds – The SSM John Ives was not available to 

report on any outcome of a meeting with church elders, but the members were happy 

with how things are going at present. John Ives will be asked if it is possible to have 

a sign erected asking organizations who use the are to clean up after their events. 

b. New Cemetary progress – Wininba reported that the NLC officers and T.O’s had 

checked the area chosen and agreed that clearing and fencing of the area could begin. 

The shire workers are to start this work in the near future. Djalaŋgi reported that 

ALPA has mad progress on providing a mobile cool room for families to use for 

coffins for funerals. 

c. Rubbish Dump extensions – Wininba reported that the area has been looked at but 

NLC officers are marking out the exact area on maps and clarifying who has to 

officially give approval before the shire can start clearing and accessing the area. 

d. New Hall location – The general concensus of members present was that the 

preferred site for a new multi-purpose hall should be the area near the old public 

toilets, perhaps even demolishing the old ‘Knowledge Centre’ building. 

e. Roads and lights around the township. We received no response from ALPA, nor 

anyone else to letters sent after the August meeting regarding our concerns on these 

issues. Kaye was asked to follow this matter up again with PowerWater (lights 

around ALPA store and street lights) as well as the shire CEO. Mr. Ian Bodill. Our 

roads concerns are to be raised with the new GBM Robert Johnson as well as the 

shire CEO. 

f. Housing Reference Group – No official reply to our letter has been received, 

Wininba reported that a HRG meeting was planned for 18
th

 October. Serious 

concerns were raised regarding the unsatisfactory way that requests for repairs and 

maintenance were being handled. Councillors pointed out that Territory Housing had 

changed the system in recent months, even though the shire had a very good system 

available to enable much quicker response to requests. Concensus at the meeting was 

that this should become a big issue, if the next HRG is unable to assure the CAB 

members who are also on the HRG that satisfactory improvements would be made. 

then we should commence a public protest about our concerns. 

4. Menzies School of Health Research project representatives – Felicity, Roslyn 

Gundjirryirr and ? (name not recorded) spoke about their proposal to support a project 

‘One Disese At A Time’. Their main focus is to eradicate scabies using Ivomectin and 

 



 

Galiwin’ku Community Advisory Board Meeting 13/10/2010 Minutes  2 

early identification of skin infections, following a 5 point plan.  Consultations to 

commence immediately and action starting in April 2011. There was strong approval for 

the project as it should have other benefits for the community, especially with improved 

household cleanliness. 

5. Officer in Charge – Galiwin’ku Police Post – Joe Hart. Joe spoke to the members about 

two related issues. These being poor attendance by children at school and the problem with 

many groups of adults gambling, even late into the night and not looking after the children 

properly. He suggested that the community could make a community decision to have 

restricted hours of gambling, perhaps from 4.00 pm to 10.00 pm daily. If this was not 

possible then the community could ask for a shire By law to be created which the police 

could then enforce. Another suggestion was that several ‘gambling areas; be created 

around the community where lights and basic shelter are provided. This would help to stop 

people and children being in danger on near roads around gambling groups. Much 

discussion followed, including suggestions to review previous research (Garŋgulkpuy to 

follow this up) and possible new research. Clan leaders need to be encouraged to have the 

adults take on responsibility to manage this issue better. Joe reported that on a positive 

note the last few months have been much quieter with few late night wanderers, few 

breakins or petrol sniffing. It was suggested that the church could apply for funds to assist 

with their nightly youth activities. It was agreed to ask Joe to arrange to meet with the 

different clans in the coming weeks and to report back to the December meeting. 

 

Lunch was taken from 12.30 to 1.00pm 

6. New Government Business Manager – Robert Johnson – report on LIP progress. 

Daŋanbarr introduced the new GBM. He reported that our L.I.P. had now reached a high 

level and was now waiting on the NT Government. He is working with different service 

providers to clarify the wording. Surveyors visited last week to identify where everything 

would be located. It was agreed that the plan must include timelines for action before we 

are asked to sign anything and concerns were raised about the delays that were still 

happening with more talk and no action to see. Robert reported that there are efforts being 

made to speed up the upgrade to the Aged Care facility. He also mentioned that the plan is 

including more specific recognition of the need for funds for housing of staff, provision of 

staff and also ongoing management costs of projects. 

7. Clan/Riŋgitj representatives on CAB – Kaye reported that many of the names the clan 

groups have given as their representaives on the Community Advisory Board have not 

attended any meetings. It was suggested that all clan groups should be asked to meet on the 

last Wednesday in November to discus any issues they want raised at our December 

meeting and to confirm who will attend the December meeting to represent them. Kaye can 

provide a chart which shows who has attended each meeting since July 2009. 

8. Galiwin’ku Healthy Lifestyle Week – Kaye provided evryone in attendance with a copy 

of the program 18
th

 to 23
rd

 October. 

9. Shire Councillors report – Cr. Kaye Thurlow has been elected to be the Deputy President 

of the East Arnhem Shire Council for the next two years. Daŋanbarr and Kaye attended the 

shire’s one day conference ‘Excellence in Advocacy for Sustainable Change’ in Darwin 

last week and reported that it was a very suseccful day of informing 130 government and 

business representatives about the positive things that are happening within the shire. 

10.  Items 7 & 8 on the agenda were omitted due to the lateness of the meeting. Mike 

Owen did not come so we will invite him more formally for our next meeting. 

11. As there was no other business the meeting closed at 2.20pm.  

Next meeting Wednesday 8
th

 December. 

 


