
GALIWIN’KU 
  COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD 

     MINUTES of MEETING No.  04/2011 Held at  
    Galiwin’ku GBM Complex on 23/08/2011 

 

Start Time:                 10.50 AM 

ATTENDANCE 

Councillors:          Don Wininba (Datiwuy & Councillor) and Kaye 

Thurlow (Councillor). 

CAB Members: Geoffrey Rrona• Garrawurra (Liyagawumirr), Elaine Guymun 

(Djambarrpuy•u), James Bäyu• (Gupapuy•u/Birrkili), Veronica 

Marrayurra (Dhalwa•u),  Nancy Gudaltji (Warramiri), Mary  •ändama 

(Gupapuy•u),  Bobby Nyikamula (Wangurri)      

Apologies: & Dorothy Yu•girr•a (Warramiri), Joan Mälku, Jean 

Rurrukunbuy (Djambarrpuy•u), David Djala•gi, Mavis Da•anbarr. 

Regular Participants:  SSM – John Ives, GBM – Robert Johnson 

Invited Guests: Alison Rumley (Lands & Planning), Dr. Emma Kennedy 

(Shire Vet), Kathy Wright (Shire Admin. Officer),  Mike Owens (Shire 

Governance and Historical) 

Observers: Nil 

Chair:      Veronica Marrayurra was chosen as the acting chair person 

for the meeting.  

  Meeting was opened in prayer by  Mary •ändama  .                    

ITEM 

No. 
BUSINESS UNDER DISCUSSION 

ACTION 

BY WHOM - BY  

WHEN 

1 

 Copies of the minutes of meeting on 3/6/11 were 

tabled. Kaye explained progress on actions arising 

from the minutes. Much discussion followed 

regarding dis-satisfaction at lack of respect by 

Territory Housing and their involvement in the 

management of the HRG and the SIHIP housing program 

at Galiwin’ku. Failure to have a permanent T.H. 

Officer based at Galiwin’ku, housing allocation 

priorities being decided without HRG input, ‘back 

door favours to some people and long delays in 

promised work, especially on lots 313, 314, 219, 

195 and 196 were some of the issues raised.  

Resolution to Confirm minutes of prior meeting 

 For: All in favour 

Stronger 

letters to 

EASC CEO, 

Territory 

Housing CEO, 

Minister for 

Housing, 

Minister for 

Local 

Government 

voicing these 

concerns to 

be actioned 

by Kaye 

Thurlow. 

2  Councillors Reports: No specific reports.  

3  No Public Questions  
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4 

 Reports  

GBM– Robert Johnson  - Explained his role as a 

trouble shooter – sorting out the interface between 

government departments and Yol’j and Balanda within 

the community, through the ROC (Remote Operations 

Centre). Housing issues have been an issue within 

the community that Rob has been dealing with at 

present because the HRG liaison team of three 

ladies is frustrated with the loss of support from 

Territory Housing and Territory Alliance in the 

recent past. The Economic Development Team were 

holding a meeting with the GBM by tele-conference 

during the same time as the CAB meeting, so Rob 

offered his apologies for the remainder of the 

meeting. 

SSM – John Ives reported that the rat problem in 

the community now has a greater level of concern at 

a shire level and letters have been written seeking 

a solution from NT govt. ministerial level. Another 

problem the shire is dealing with is the amount of 

rubbish around the community – seeking advice on 

how to change the littering habits of people. A 

bulldozer should be at the tip soon to dig a big 

hole to bury existing rubbish. The shire road crew 

are due in about two weeks to work mainly on the 

road up the island, but there are still issues with 

NLC and T.O’s regarding access to gravel and 

permission to clear trees growing close to the 

roads. 

Invite all 

T.O’s and an 

NLC 

representativ

e to the next 

LRG meeting 

to discuss 

the 

difficulties 

and delays 

that are 

occurring 

when work is 

needed on 

roads, the 

rubbish dump 

and within 

the 

community. 

 
A short Lunch Break was taken between 12.30 and 

12.45. 
 

5 

General Business 

 Cemetery – Don reported that progress is still 

slow in developing the new cemetery site as the GPS 

co-ordinates have still not been plotted.  

 Dogs 

John Ives to 

organise for 

a front end 

loader to 

mark out the 

boundary 

lines with 

guidance from 

Don so that 

the area can 

be clearly 

defined. 

6 Road and Street Names – Kaye reported that a group 

of three senior people have suggested names for all 

Kaye to 

organise the 
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the roads and street within Galiwin’ku and at the 

new subdivision (Buthan). The spelling and meaning 

of the names has been checked by Yurranydjil 

Dhurrkay, so now Kaye is showing the names to 

T.O.’s for their approval. We will then take the 

list to the next Shire Council meeting in September 

so that it can be approved and then sent to the 

government for official approval. Discussion led to 

suggestions that the list should also include names 

for the main roads and tracks out of town also. 

 

completion of 

the action to 

have the new 

street names 

approved at 

the September 

Shire Council 

meeting. 

7 

Governance for C.A.B. – Mike Owens Mike reported 

that during the next few months he will be coming 

around to talk about ways of making the CAB work 

better and how to put our concerns to the shire and 

NT government in a better way. He will also help 

the CAB to use the ‘Smart Board’. Mike is also 

interested in recording historical stories about 

each community so they can be gathered and kept in 

the library. Interest was mentioned about exploring 

a way to establish a museum here at Galiwin’ku.. 

Ŋändama gave her apolgy at 1.15pm to attend another commitment. 

Mike Owens to 

prepare a 

plan of 

action. 

8 

Reconciliation Action Plan – Kathy Wilson Kathy 

explained about the shire developing a RAP which 

identifies how staff and community will work better 

together and build better relationships. Key points 

to the RAP are Relationships, Respect, 

Opportunities and Tracking progress and reporting. 

The final plan will be sent to the national RAP 

committee in Canberra for acceptance and approval. 

The history section is important to be corrected. 

Marthakal Homelands should be included. We want 

staff to better understand our history, lanuage 

etc. We strongly want induction courses to be run 

for new staff. Kathy is looking to use totems that 

are shared across the shire in the final document. 

 

9 

Developing Galiwin’ku Town Plan - Alison Rumley 

Alison spoke with the LRG last month. The town plan 

is based on the one developed by Julian Wigley in 

2006 and later drafts in 2007 and 2010. Alison is 

seeking input for future planning so will set up a 

‘table’ near the Centrelink/TCU office to get ideas 

from the community. 

 

10 
Dog Policy – Dr. Emma Kennedy Emma is the shire vet 

and has been trying to train locals at fertility, 

sterilising controls of dogs. She  raised three 

A motion be 

put at the 

September 
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main concerns. 

(a) Lots of cheeky dogs and how to keep 

people safe. Some people can’t walk around 

the community or walk to work or school 

safely. Other people refuse to come to work 

in communities with cheeky dogs. 

(b) Health issues with people and dogs. 

Sicknesses are passed on to people, 

especially children, from dogs such as fleas 

and worms. 

(c) Welfare of poorly cared for dogs. Emma 

is concerned about sick or injured dogs that 

no-one is taking care of. 

The only law at present in Galiwin’ku allows the 

police to destroy a dangerous dog. How can we make 

local laws to be sensitive to dog owners but also 

protect everyone from dangerous dogs. A suggestion 

that any dog that bites a person in a public place 

should be destroyed was agreed to by the meeting. 

It was also agreed that if Dr. Emma finds a 

suffering or dying dog in the shire, she has 

authority to finish it up. 

Shire Council 

meeting to 

consider the 

Galiwin’ku 

CAB 

recommendatio

n for a by 

law to be 

actioned such 

as this 

suggestion. 

Meeting Closed at: 2.45pm.       

Next Meeting: Wednesday 12
th
 October 2011 

 

 

 

 


