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             MINUTES OF MEETING  23
rd

 February 2011 

                   Galiwin’ku Community Advisory Board 
of 

East Arnhem Shire Council 
 

  DETAILS        ACTION

Meeting commenced at 10.10 am in the council office meeting room. 

 

1. Opening prayer led by Timothy Buthimaŋ. The members present elected Jane 

Garrutju to act as Chairperson for the meeting. Apologies were received from 

Dianne Biritjalawuy, Rev. Djiniyini Gondarra, Gäli Yalkarriwuy, Joan Mälku, 

Johnny Gurrumgurrum and David Djalaŋgi. 
 

Those in attendance were Geoffrey Rronaŋ Garrawurra & Keith Garadhuwal 

(Liyagawumirr), Kenny Djekurr (Liyadhalinymirr), Timothy Buthimaŋ, Bobby 

Nyikamula & Bassine Dhurrkay (Wangurri), Elaine Guymun & Jean 

Rurrukunbuy (Djambarrpuyŋu), Jane Garrutju and Helen Nyomba (Golpa), 

Dorothy Gapany (Gupapuyŋu),  Dorothy Bepuka (Gupapuyŋu/Birrkili), 

Veronica Marrayurra (Dhalwaŋu), Nancy Gudaltji & Dorothy Yuŋgirrŋa 

(Warramiri), Peter Marwurr (Gumatj), Timothy Galaliŋu (Ŋaymil), Don 

Wininba (Datiwuy & Councillor), Mavis Daŋanbarr (Liyagawumirr & 

Councillor) and Kaye Thurlow (Councillor). 

 

 

 

2. Minutes of last meeting 8
th

 December 2010 were approved, with correction 

to the clan name for Paul Buwaŋbuwaŋ from Djambarrpuyŋu to Gälpu.  

 

Business from these minutes was discussed – 
 

Rubbish dump  SSM John Ives reported that progress is being made on getting 

the equipment to Galiwin’ku to now go ahead with digging a large hole at the 

rubbish dump to bury all the old rubbish that has been piling up for years.  
 

Reply letter from Shire C.E.O. about the roads etc. Kaye read out the main 

points of the reply we received from the C.E.O. and President about our request 

for a detailed plan of action on our roads for 2011. Dis-satisfaction and 

disappointment was registered regarding this reply. It was agreed that we would 

pass on our concerns to the Galiwin’ku GBM, Robert Johnson, asking him to 

raise our concerns in all possible ways, including at the signing of the Local 

Implementation Plan on March 9
th
. Other action is to recommend that the Local 

Reference Group (LRG) raise roads issues as our high priority and also write to 

the Northern Land Council C.E.O. to express our concerns and ask how they can 

assist us. 
 

We also received a copy of the response that the Shire C.E.O. and President 

made in supporting the Gandaŋu Clan Nation in their negotiations regarding 

plans to upgrade the sewerage ponds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters to Galiwin’ku 

GBM and also C.E.O. 

of NLC about our  

road funding concerns 

and asking for 

support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(This was the first item of business, enabling the police to speak with us when 

they were available. General business, as per the agenda, was resumed after 

their presentation.) 

 

3. Joe Hart and Bettina Daŋanbarr from Galiwin’ku Police –  

Joe reported that there has been a big increase in petrol and other substance 

sniffing recently, involving young people breaking into locked containers to 

access the substances. Apart from actions to try to reduce the possibility of 

further access to the volatile substances, the police asked how the community 

might be able to be more proactive in dealing with the young people.  
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It was agreed that clan leaders would be called together for a meeting with 

police, health representatives, councillors and youth workers to again explain 

the situation and clarify how each clan will address the issues regarding 

members from their own clan who are involved in substance abuse and 

subsequent illegal actions.  
 

Joe raised his on-going concern about people sitting on or near roads in 

gambling groups and the dangers this is creating. No firm action was planned 

but it was agreed that further discussions must take place. 
 

Bettina Daŋanbarr made special mention of the great work that Garrutju, 

Nyomba and their family are doing at weekends, in taking young people out 

hunting and encouraging them to lead a more healthy lifestyle.  

 

 

Meeting planned for 

25
th
 February at 10.00 

on the church lawns - 

Don Wininba to 

organize. 

 

4. Shire Councillors Reports.  
 

Don Wininba - reported that the Shire sub-committee on dog control policy is 

starting to issue two free dog collars to each householder and is planning for 

anyone wanting more than two dogs per household to pay for more collars. It is 

planned that later on any dogs found in the town without collars will be caught 

and unless claimed by their owners will be destroyed. Don also confirmed that 

the Shire is trying to find more funds to improve the roads. 
 

Kaye Thurlow (Deputy President EASC) reported on her attendance at the open 

day for the Shire’s Modular Housing project in Darwin and how it is hopefully 

providing staff houses in communities.  

 

 

5. Other Business 
 

John Ives (SSM) reported on the difficulties of soil erosion caused by the 

building of education houses last year without proper storm-water drainage and 

other soil erosion prevention measures. Large amounts of sand are being washed 

into the workshop, onto Galawarra Road and into the Marthakal houses and 

hostel along the road. It was decided to ask the GBM to follow up on this issue. 

 

Kenny Djekurr raised concerns regarding the plans to do no repairs or 

replacements to the houses located near the beach, in bottom camp. He stated 

that people living in the area have a strong cultural connection to this area, 

especially from the time of the establishment of the mission in the early 1940’s. 

They want to continue to live in the same area and not be forced to move to the 

new sub-division as their houses fall apart. It was agreed that a letter should be 

written to the managers of the SIHIP housing project and Territory Housing 

supporting this matter. 

 

 

 

Note to GBM 

reminding him of this 

issue. 

 

 

 

Letters to SIHIP and 

Territory Housing 

about plans for the 

houses in bottom 

camp near the beach. 

Lunch was taken whilst the meeting was concluding, as the room needed to be 

vacated by 12.15pm.  

 

Meeting closed at 12.05pm.  

Next Meeting 13
th

 April 2011 

 

 


