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SUMMARY: 
 
This report seeks Council contribution to a landmark study, which is the subject of an ARC 
Linkage research grant calculated upon 20% being raised externally. The Museum of 
Victoria has agreed to be a funding partner at $20,000 per year for three years.  
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
Dr. Louise Hamby of the Australian National University in Canberra has been successfully 
working on material culture with the Milingimbi Community for several years. She is well 
connected to other Australian museums and universities - is an American by birth and well 
known to American institutions, such as the Peabody at Harvard & the Smithsonian. She has 
established contacts with the major European & United Kingdom collections including the 
British Museum & Ashmolean Museum of Art & Archaeology, at Oxford University. 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
The ‘Cultural Capital’ of art, artefacts & photographs, held in museum collections, has 
important social and economic value – positive identity as the foundation of self-esteem 
based upon a unique culture, painting the aboriginal people into the pristine environment of 
Arnhem Land. It is the legitimate inheritance of the cultural people of Arnhem Land. 
 
Tourism, Art & Artefacts are ‘genuine’ economic opportunities, with ‘tangible’ social & cultural 
benefits. Re-connecting artists with the work of their forefathers, is vital to on-going cultural 
identity by proclaiming rightful belonging through the defining forms & images. 
 
At 45,000 years – Australian aboriginal culture is the world oldest – its last and finest 
flowering was in Arnhem Land – attracting the world’s most famous researchers and 
photographers. There is a great wealth of material, such as the Milingimbi Collection, held in 
the world’s museums & universities – it is everywhere – everywhere except Arnhem Land.  
 
Physical museums do not yet exist in Arnhem Land – the interim option is a Virtual Museum, 
comprised of a database & website, created with the assistance of the relevant families. A 
high proportion of the funding will go to supporting the involvement of local people. 
 
The project will:- Identify the location of major collections throughout the world - Establish 
relationships with those institutions - Collections will be documented, photographed & 
entered into a database – The Database will support discussion with community people, 
descendants and the wider community. 
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Whilst the project is focussed upon Milingimbi – it has resonance throughout East Arnhem 
Land, through the collections of such renowned identities as Warner, Thomson, the Berndt’s 
and Shepherdson’s. The project will greatly enhance the credibility of the Shire in future 
grant applications for Historical & Cultural projects.  
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Council endorses the project and approves budget provision in 2011/12-14 

for $10,000 per year for three years (total $30,000), with an equal amount of in-
kind support. 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Millingimbi_Declaration.pdf   
2  Permission Milingimbi.pdf   
3  Letter - Dr Louise Hamby ANU seeking funds 16-03-11.doc   
4  ARC_Linkage_Grant_Proposal Brief.docx   
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Dr Louise Hamby – Research Fellow 

Ian Bodill 

CEO 

East Arnhem Shire Council 

 

March 16, 2011 

 

Dear Mr. Bodill, 

 

I am a researcher at The Australian National University working in Arnhem Land. I have been engaged in 

many projects over the years and in particular with Milingimbi. This work on museum collections started 

with the work I did on the Donald Thomson Collection at Museum Victoria. 

 

In the past couple of years I have spent more time on the William Lloyd Warner Collection made at 

Milingimbi  from 1927-1929.  As you may know I have begun work on a website, closed to the public at the 

moment, on Yolngu at Milingimbi and their relationships to this collection. I wish to continue my work with 

people at Milingimbi on their cultural heritage items found in museum collections around the world. In order 

to progress this research I am applying for an ARC Linkage grant. This funding is dependent on partner 

financial contributions to the research. I have attached information about the grants and basic info about 

the Milingimbi project. 

 

I am requesting a financial contribution to this project from funds you may have access on behalf of the 

community. This would be over a three-year period of the grant if it is successful, starting in 2012. If 

possible I am seeking $10,000 a year as a contribution. The total of all partners contributions must be 20% 

of the budget and in-kind equal to the ARC contribution. Milingimbi’s in-kind could include accommodation 

for researchers, space for working when in the community and people to assist in the project. 

 

As you will see from my attached descriptions most of the money requested will be for staff to work on the 

project including Yolngu at Milingimbi. I am happy to meet with you to discuss this matter in more detail. 

 

 

Yours, 

 

 

Dr Louise Hamby 

Research Fellow 

Research School of the Humanities and the Arts 

Australian National University 

Canberra 0200 

02-6125-8986 

0427-090-651 
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ARC Linkage Grant Proposal 

Date: I hope to submit this proposal in the first round in 2011. Final submissions 

are due in mid April at the Research Office. 

People: 

Chief Investigator : Dr Louise Hamby, Research Fellow, Research School of 

Humanities and the Arts, College of Arts and Social Sciences, ANU 

Post Doctoral Fellow: Dr Jessica de Largy Healy, co- director of International 

Research Group, Anthropology and the History of art, Musee du Quay Branly 

PhD Student and Industry Partner Investigator: Error! Reference source not 

found., Acting Head of Indigenous Cultures, Museum Victoria 

Aboriginal consultants / researchers at Milingimbi 

 

Potential Partners: 

Milingimbi Community 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Harvard University, 

Museum Victoria, Melbourne 

 

Involvement of Museum and Community Partners  

The Milingimbi community is a prime benefactor in this proposal as all the 

cultural material is from Milingimbi. There are multiple ways in which the 

information can be used in the community such as the Makarrata Park, the NT 

Libraries projects, the school and the Art Centre as well as individuals. Both 

Museums have significant collections from Milingimbi. In relation to the Peabody 

the main ones are from William Lloyd Warner (1927-1929). Museum Victoria 

holds Donald Thomson , TT Webb  and Edgar Wells collections. 

It is hoped that the museums would be involved not only at the level of 

documentation of the collections but in working with community members to 

help establish methods and ways of working  with them. Museum Victoria would 

become one of the case studies in the bigger Milingimbi project and would act as 

a model for community collaboration and involvement in exhibitions, 

documentation and general knowledge of the use of the material. 

The museums would be working with all members of the team. I would 

encourage participation in the research by staff at the museums wherever 

possible. Other than the financial contribution to the project I would see the 

museums providing considerable in-kind contributions in terms of staff working 

with collections. 

    

 


