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Start Time:                 10.20 AM Opening Prayer by Elaine Guymun 

ATTENDANCE 
1. Councillors:          Don Wininba (Datiwuy & Councillor), Mavis Daŋanbarr (Liyagawumirr & 

Councillor) and Kaye Thurlow (Councillor). 

CAB Members: Jeffrey Rronaŋ Garrawurra & Keith Garadhuwal (Liyagawumirr), Joanne 

Budukuluwuy (Liyagalawumirr) Kenny Djekurr (Liyadhalinymirr), Timothy Buthimaŋ, Bobby 

Nyikamula (Wangurri), Elaine Guymun & Jean Rurrukunbuy (Djambarrpuyŋu), Jane Garrutju and 

Helen Nyomba (Golpa), Dorothy Gapany (Gupapuyŋu), Dorothy Bepuka, David Djalaŋgi & James 

Bäyuŋ (Gupapuyŋu/Birrkili), Veronica Marrayurra (Dhalwaŋu), Nancy Gudaltji, Dorothy Yuŋgirrŋa & 

Karen Baŋarrapa (Warramiri),Timothy Galaliŋu (Ŋaymil), Dorothy Yaŋgathu (Dätiwuy) 

Apologies: Joan Mälku, Joanne Garŋgulkpuy, Alan Maratja 

Regular Participants:   GBM Robert Johnson 

Invited Guests:  Jan & Mark Deacon (CDEP) 

Observers: Julie White (Marthakal CEO) Damien Clayton, Ralph Garrawurra, Mathew Atu & Alex 
Yumbulul (Marthakal Rangers), Oscar Datjarraŋa. 

Chair:    Nancy Guḏaltji was elected acting chairperson for the meeting.                      

ITEM No. BUSINESS UNDER DISCUSSION 
ACTION 

BY WHOM - BY  WHEN 

1 

Resolution to Confirm minutes of previous meeting of 23rd 
August 2011 
 For: All  
 Against: Nil   
Business arising from Minutes 

- Kaye reported that letters had been sent to Minister Burns, 
Minister McCarthy & NLC Chairman, but no replies 

- Kaye presented a letter to September shire council meeting 
about our suggested control by law for dangerous dog 
management, but no firm decision yet. CAB members 
reconfirmed their concern that fences around houses are still 
needed, and that we should continue to find ways that more 
fences can be built. 

- A question was asked regarding what a Reconciliation Action 
Plan is. Wininba gave an explanation and mentioned the 
official launch planned for Tuesday evening in Darwin. 

Kaye to follow up with 
GBM and SSM to see 
what progress can be 
made to get more fences 
built around houses. 

2 

 Public Questions  It was stated that we should have a public 
question time, but agreed that if anyone had questions to ask of 
the CAB they should feel free to raise them whenever, during the 
meeting and not be restricted at this time. 

- Marthakal Rangers raised 3 points of concern: Weeds within 
the community are getting out of control and becoming a 
major fire hazard but the rangers have no authority to deal 

Ask John Ives to discuss 
with rangers regarding 
weed control and crazy 
ants to see what shire 
might be able to do to 
work together on these 
matters. Rangers are 
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with them; Crazy ants are already on Elcho Island (Galawarra 
and Dhambala) and spreading; children are swimming in the 
sea at mission beach and the rangers are worried that there 
are big crocodiles coming in close to the beach. 

- Julie White (CEO Marthakal) – raised the concern that there 
have been several breakins at the Arts Centre and other 
buildings. It is becoming a serious matter needing to be 
faced. 

- Oscar Datjarraŋa raised several matters for consideration: 
who owns or leases house at lot 76; why can’t a new market 
garden be established; who can built a swimming pool or 
water park; who can build a BMX track: how can the 
boundaries of properties be clearly defined and fences built? 

hoping to set a crocodile 
trap near mission beach, 
but community need to 
warn children of the 
dangers. 
Shire Night Patrol to be 
informed and asked if 
they can increase patrols 
near the Arts Centre 
especially.  
GBM to investigate the 
legal situation of the 
house at lot 76. 

3 

 Community Reports  
- SSM John Ives was absent so Kaye reported that a program 

to carry out a rat eradication program would be starting on 
Monday according to Wendy from Territory Housing. There 
was much discussion and questions included the lack of 
negotiation and planning within the community, what plans for 
the collection of dead rats, follow-up plans for later on, where 
the bait stations will be located, details of the type of poison 
and if the health clinic has been notified in case of persons 
being poisoned, will all houses and other buildings in the 
community be treated, have clans that have the rat as one of 
their totem animals been shown the respect of being informed 
of the program? 

- GBM Robert reported that the Local Reference Group is due 
to meet on 18th October, mainly to discuss the ‘Fishing 
Industry’ story and the Health Issues from our LIP. He 
reported that the Aged Care Upgrade had slowed down due 
to a problem agreeing to where the two demountables can be 
moved to allow room for the upgrade planned. Also the 50 
tonne crane is due soon to help build the new water tank 
stand and put the new tank on it. There is still a major health 
issue due to the terrible condition of roads. More and urgent 
negotiation is progressing with NLC and the shire to try to get 
urgent action. There is currently a meeting with the ROC in 
Darwin to consider matters including the promised Multi-
Purpose Hall. Yalu is seeking approval to erect a verandah 
extension to the rear of their building. There were no 
objections to their request. Timothy Buthimaŋ explained that 
Yalu is now an independent organization, focussing on 
education for nurturing and growing up Aboriginal children.  

- HRG Kaye gave a report on the progress of the SIHIP 
building program and problems being experienced with many 
households now living in tents and sharing already 

 
 
 
Kaye to contact the shire 
officer and Territory 
Housing officer to raise 
these questions and 
concerns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kaye to arrange for a 
letter to Arnhem regional 
director of Territory 
Housing about lack of 
replies to letters from 
individuals. 
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overcrowded houses because of the increased number of 
houses being worked on in the community. People raised 
concerns about no replies to individual letters that have been 
written to Territory Housing. Kaye reported that all the houses 
at Buthan (new subdivision) are completed but still more work 
is needed on roads, fences and especially water supply. 

- Lunch was taken from 12.40 to 1.10. 
- CDEP Jan and Mark Deacon (CEA) reported on the progress, 

changes and difficulties since CEA has taken over the CDEP 
management from the shire. There is a community meeting 
on Thursday to discuss planned changes to CDEP in March 
2012 with Centrelink managing payments. CDEP focus is on 
work skills development rather than employment. There are 
about 50 people enrolled in Galiwin’ku CDEP, with 6 people 
enrolled in a one year Supervisor training course.  CEA is 
experiencing difficulties because they have virtually no 
equipment as the old CDEP equipment was retained by the 
shire. CEA would prefer to move their operations to the farm 
building and area, but are waiting to have sewerage 
connected and gates erected to enable toilets to be installed 
and to give more security. Questions were raised as to the 
possibility of training in painting houses and fencing, but this 
would require funds from shire or Territory Housing to cover 
costs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillors agreed to 
investigate if there is any 
way some equipment 
could be loaned to CEA 
for training purposes and 
also investigate what the 
problems are that are 
stopping sewerage 
connection and toilet 
installation at the farm. 
 
 

4 

 General Business 
 - Street Names Kaye reported that the project to give names for 

all the unnamed streets in town and at Buthan is almost 
complete. There was some discussion about the new names 
and suggestions that future naming could include clan 
names. The general consensus was that the names provided 
so far are acceptable, but more community information would 
be wise before the final decision. 

- New Rubbish Plan Don explained the plan to experiment with 
placing large ‘skip bins’ around the community at some 
locations which need a fork lift to pick them up. This would 
allow people to place rubbish in the bins where dogs can’t get 
in. There was enthusiastic support to trial the plan. 

- Street Lights Don reported that the shire is experimenting with 
two types of new street lights here. They are expected to be 
more energy efficient while being more vandal proof. The 
main mood of the meeting was that lack of good street 
lighting has reached a critical level and that action is needed 
to urgently overcome the problem. 

- Yol Nhe Yäku?  Kaye circulated an article she has produced in 
response to many concerns raised with her by community 
members. These concerns are  resulting from difficulties in 

 
 
Kaye will continue with 
getting the final street 
name and final spelling 
and meaning checks 
done with Yurranydjil 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kaye will negotiate with 
community to call a 
general meeting about 
the naming issues.  She 
will get information from 
local agencies as to how 
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naming and names that different government and banking 
organizations use to identify Aboriginal people. It was agreed 
that this is a matter requiring serious discussion. Kaye was 
asked to organise a community meeting to further discuss the 
matter and perhaps get a government representative from 
‘Births, Marriages & Deaths’ to discuss the legal requirements 
for birth registration.  

they record people’s 
names and try to arrange 
for an officer from ‘Births, 
Marriages & Deaths’ to 
come and provide a clear 
story about the law and 
names. 

5 

 Councillors Reports 
Night Patrol Kaye gave a brief report regarding the situation 
which occurred over the past few months regarding the shire 
continuing to operate night patrol in each community. She 
confirmed that the councillors had strongly asked the shire officers 
to find a way to continue managing the night patrol, even though 
the federal government department was not giving the shire 
enough extra money to cover all their costs. 

 

6 

Other Business 
- Boom Box Noise; People are concerned about the recent 

activities of young children roaming around, mainly at night 
blasting loud noise and having their own ‘discos’. 
Suggestions were offered: that night patrol should be 
supported by parents to get these children to be more 
respectful of others shire could make a bylaw about noise 
abatement shire could try to find ways of providing more 
organised youth activities. 

- Healthy Lifestyle Week Galiwin’ku 17th to 22nd Oct.  
Rurrukunbuy reported that this year’s Lifestyle week is 
organised. Scabies day will be on 18th Oct. The organisers 
need volunteers at the band nights (basketball courts) Thurs. 
to Sat. to oversee and care for children. 

- Rubbish Everywhere: Daŋanbarr raise her concerns that 
there is rubbish lying around throughout the community and 
with the wet season coming it would be good to have a 
cleanup before this rubbish is washed into drains and block 
them up. It was reported that the Cyclone Clean-up day is 
planned for Friday 28th October and this would be a good day 
to get the community to focus on a full community clean up. 

- R.I.B.S. James Bäyuŋ raised issues about the Digital 
Multimedia centre, regarding the lack of shire support with 
infrastructure. One major issue he raised was whether the 
broadcasting licence had been renewed or not, as he has 
recommenced local radio broadcasting. 

Kaye to arrange for a 
letter to be written to 
Bruce Moller asking if 
there are any enforceable 
laws regarding noise 
disturbance that the 
police could enforce. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Ives (SSM) and 
Dale Keehne (Director 
Community Services) be 
requested to investigate 
the radio licence situation 
and provision of other 
equipment. 

Meeting Closed at:  3.50 pm     

Next Meeting: December 14th 2011              

 


