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Start Time:            11.00 AM 

ATTENDANCE 
Councillors:           Keith Hansen (Cr, Anindilyakwa Ward) 

CAB Members:       
Edith Mamarika   Elvis Bara 
Agnes Mamarika   Jacob Bara 
Colleen Mamarika   Nesman Bara (A/g Chair) 
Miriam Bara    Archie Jargaba 
Jenny Barabara   Jolene Barabara 
Eric Marawili    Sarah Mamarika 
Lazarus Mamarika   Sylvia Durilla 
Clayton McCudden (SSM EASC) Mildred Mamarika (IEO) 
Rohan Playford (GBM)  Constantine Mamarika 

Apologies:   
Regina Visser  (Umbakumba Clinic)             Adrian Conroy  (Umbakumba School) 

Invited Guests: 
Tony Wurramarrba, ALC  Chairman            Mark Hewitt, ALC CEO 
Joaz Wurramara, ALC Deputy  Anne    Ingram (EASC, Aged Care) 

Chair:                   Nesman Bara        

ITEM 
No. 

BUSINESS UNDER DISCUSSION 
ACTION 

 

1 Meeting opened by Chairman at 11:00am.  Attendees made introductions. 
 

2 

Meeting addressed by CEO ALC, Mark Hewitt.   Mark spoke about himself and his 

understanding of the future direction of the ALC and what the community of 

Umbakumba can expect.  In particular he highlighted; 

a) His background and qualifications for the role, 

b) His passion for the work ahead of him 

c) The need to assert the core values of the ALC 

d) A commitment to conduct ALC Executive Board meetings in Umbakumba 

 

3 

Chairman invited Mr Tony Wurramarrba, Chairman ALC, to respond to Mark’s 

comments.  Tony echoed Marks comments while confirming; 

a) A new direction for the ALC, 

b) Need for the ALC to reconnect with communities, 

c) Maintain the values of the ALC, 

d) Focus on what the ALC needs to do but cognisant of RPA and other 

government needs, 

e) Forecast changes to organisational structure and staffing arrangements. 

f) Regain the trust of communities and people 

g) Need for agencies to step back and let Indigenous people lead 

h) Look to the future, even beyond mining, to ensure that children have a future 

that isn’t dependent on royalties. 
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4 

Chair invited Keith Hansen, Umbakumba Ward Shire Councillor to speak.  Keith spoke 

to the following points; 

i) ALC needs direction to be given by Chair / Board not the CEO. 

j) Umbakumba needs encouragement for community through education and 

economic development to ensure that the community is strong 

k) Advised the Aminjarrinja was to commence operations in Angurugu with a 

vehicle workshop. 

l) Seven local men now employed at Umbakumba building a house with SIHIP. 

m) Fifteen members working with Fulton Hogan on the Umbakumba road works. 

n) Aminjarrinja contracted to supply concrete for the GEMCO expansion works. 

o) Five housing renovations left to complete - they’ll be done before Christmas. 

 

5 

The point regarding housing renovations promoted a lot of discussion amongst 

attendees regarding the scope of renovations and generally high levels of 

dissatisfaction with Housing Repair and Maintenance systems generally.  Keith Hansen 

and Clayton McCudden attempted to explain the current R&M process but it wasn’t 

properly understood.   

GBM undertook to 
meet with 
individuals after 
the meeting to 
discuss the process. 

6 

A request was made in regard to having power restored to an outdoor worship site.  

Jacob Bara (PaWa) advised that he had removed fuses to isolate the site as the wiring 

was unsafe and dangerous.  The church grounds are under lease to the Anglican 

Diocese and requests for maintenance needed to be submitted to them.  GBM 

provided as supplied by OTL. 

 

7 

Advice was given that the “green” dictionary, a language reference book that provides 
forward and backward translations between English and Anindilyakwa languages had 
numerous mistakes.   

ALC to broker a 
meeting for errors 
to be rectified. 

8 

Clinic Manager advised that advertising for a nurse had failed.  Anybody with contacts 
in the health industry was encouraged to give the position wide publicity.  The new 
clinic is scheduled for construction in 2012.  Not much is known by the community 
regarding timeframe or design.  More information is requested.  The community would 
also like to retain the old clinic for “community purposes” when it is decommissioned 
and would like to enter into talks with whoever is able to authorise that. 

Clinic Manager to 
provide additional 
information. 

9 

GBM gave strong support to the sentiment provided by ALC Chairman earlier.  He also 
noted that to achieve the Chairman’s desires it would be necessary to support 
Government initiatives to ensure that children go to school and grow up strong or 
there wouldn’t be an educated, healthy generation to replace the old people who 
make the decisions now. 

 

10 

Clayton McCudden (SSM EASC) spoke and raised the following points; 

a)     Wanted to publicly acknowledge the work that has been done by Nehemiah 

and Anson towards getting HR licences.  They had been tremendous students and 

deserved recognition. 
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b)     Umbakumba Strategic plan was being developed and the community needed 

to provide advice on those aspects which they saw as most important or necessary. 

c)     The airstrip is in a state of disrepair and need attention quite soon to prevent it 

from being closed on safety grounds.  SSM has contacted a number of people for 

support but isn’t having much luck.  It isn’t core business for Shire but he sees the 

requirement as necessary.  Required work can be organised on a fee for service 

basis if necessary. 

d)     Mobile phone service is being investigated.  He is aware that there are some 

discussions being held at a high level including a partnership between Telstra and 

NAB as a philanthropic work.  Ross McDonald at ALC is contact. 

e)     Street lights are a Shire core service but have fallen into such a state of 

disrepair that the Shire cannot afford to repair them.  Before work can commence 

extra funds need to be found. 

f)     Street names had been determined at a previous meeting but subsequent 

advice from the ALC was that there was opposition to some of the chosen names so 

they needed to be reconsidered.  Tony indicated that ALC was now happy to accept 

the community proposal and SSM was able to submit the names. 

*Subsequent advice is that some members of the ALC still disagree and that further 

consideration   is required.   

g)      Community Safety Plan.  The community desire for a permanent Police presence 
was noted but is not supported by Police.  Ministerial intervention has failed to alter 
this decision. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thomas Amulgara 
to provide more 
details. 
 
 
 

Meeting Closed at:      12:40 PM 

Next Meeting:              Date, Time & Location - TBA 
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