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Start Time:                            11.05 AM 

ATTENDANCE 

CAB Members:      
 
Chairman:                         Keith Lapulung Dhamarrandji 
                                                                        

Clan  Leaders 
                            
Wanguri Clan                   Charlie Djirarrwuy (Councillor), Oscar Datajarrang 
 
Birrkili  Clan         Larry Bilanya   
                                                
Dhalwangu Clan        Rosalind Djuwandayngu (Deputy Chair), John Morgan 
                
Djambarrpuyngu Clan    Jeffery Malawa,  Johnny Djunmalwarri 
 
                                                 

Apologies:  Joseph Master Wanytjung, Jacky Nguwarrkpithi, Paul Guliwitjbitj,  Leonard 
Bawayngu, David Yarrang, Raymond Bulambula, Jessie Murarrgirrarrgi. 

 
Milingimbi Administration:  John Horgan - SSM. 
Guests:                                  Charlie Walker - GBM. 
                                 

ITEM 
No. 

BUSINESS UNDER DISCUSSION 
ACTION 

BY WHOM - BY  WHEN 

 Opening prayer, Larry Bilanya   

1 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
 
John Horgan read through previous meeting’s minutes. 
 
In response to a discussion regarding the Mili SIHIP 
program, Jeffrey Malawa and GBM Charlie Walker spoke of 
recent developments in regard to the proposed site for the 8-
10 new houses adjacent to Army Camp. Charlie said he had 
been notified that this area has a snake-egg dreaming 
connected to it and that this would need to be clarified before 
any construction could take place in that area.  
 
John brought up the area on a Google map on the 
Smartboard and there was considerable discussion about 
this and other areas that could be used for SIHIP housing.  
 
Resolution to Confirm minutes of prior meeting 
Moved by:  Jeffrey Malawa  
Seconded by: Larry Bilanya 
For: All  -  Against: Nil   

 
 
 
 
It was decided that 
there would be a special 
meeting with the land 
owners in the Shire 
office, and using the 
Google map the land 
owners could properly 
identify areas of interest 
and also areas that 
could be used for new 
housing. 
 
John Horgan to arrange. 
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2 

Board Reports 
 

1. Dog Management: Report from Local Reference 
Group meeting, 31st August. 
 

John gave a report from the previous week’s Local 
Reference Group meeting at which he presented a 
whiteboard on dog management in EASC communities and 
in particular Galiwin’ku. He showed the whiteboard on the 
Smartboard and went through it step by step.  
 
In his report, he said that the Shire’s Vet, Emma Kennedy, 
had noted that in relation to the control of dangerous dogs – 
in particular, dogs that have bitten people or as aggressive 
as a pack or as individual dogs, that there could be a serious 
mauling, causing serious injury to a person, or worse, a 
child. John said that the Galiwin’ku Community Advisory 
Board had successfully negotiated in that community an 
agreement with the dog owners in Galiwin’ku that dangerous 
or cheeky dogs identified by the Galiwin’ku CAB to the Vet 
could be euthanized. This would be done by the Vet taking 
the dog away and putting it to sleep.  
 
John said he had received a letter from Rosalind 
Djuwandayngu, Chairperson of the Local Reference Group, 
confirming that the LRG had agreed that if the Gulbalgadi 
Advisory Board resolved to undertake the same role in 
relation to dangerous dogs at Milingimbi, then the LRG 
would support that action.  
 
Charlie said he was a dog dreaming person, and that we 
have to make a law to allow the Vet to take cheeky dogs 
away. The meeting agreed with this, and made the following 
resolution: 
 
The Board agrees in principle with the proposal that cheeky 
dogs could be euthanized under the Shire Vet’s guidance.  
 
Proposed:     Jeffrey Malawa. 
Seconded:    Oscar Datajarrang. 
For:  All   Against:  Nil 
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Malawa said that notices have to be put up around the 
community to let people know about the new laws.  
 

2. Report on road works in the community 
 
John said that as everyone had noticed, the road works 
contractors have now arrived in Milingimbi and have 
commenced work. He said that in addition to re-sealing 
Gadapu road to the airport, the Shire had received an 
additional special grant from the NT Government to enable 
the contractors to re-seal all the town roads in Milingimbi 
while they were here with their equipment.  
 
He said this will be a great help to our community, especially 
during the next wet season. He said the road works will be 
done surprisingly quickly, and that the contractors expect to 
be finished by Friday 23rd September. He also noted that the 
contractors had been advised about the Gattjirrk Festival 
and that they would ensure that all the roads in and around 
the Festival areas would be completed before the Festival 
commences.   
 
The Chair called for a lunch break at 12.20 pm. 
 
Meeting resumed: 12.55 pm. 
 

3. Call for nomination of Councillor Observer for 
Milingimbi 

 
John said that at the last Council meeting in Angurugu, the 
Council had discussed replacing the recently deceased 
Councillor from Ramingining. The Ramingining Community 
Advisory Board selected Ronnie Garrawurra as their 
replacement Councillor. At the same meeting, the Shire 
governance manager, Bruce Moller had noted that at the 
next Shire election in March 2012 there would most likely be 
two new Wards created; one for Milingimbi and one for 
Gapuwiyak.  
 
As such, he suggested that Observer Councillors be 
appointed, who will attend the three Council meetings before 
the election so as to gain experience in the procedures that 
Council operates under. He suggested that there be one 
Observer Councillor for Milingimbi as we already had a 
sitting Councillor, Charlie, and two Observer Councillors for 
Gapuwiyak, which had no sitting Councillors at the moment.  
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This suggestion was adopted by Council, and so the Board 
is now being requested to select a nomination for Observer 
Councillor. 
 
There followed considerable discussion, during which 
Charlie asked for two Observers. John said he didn’t think 
this was possible, but that he would ask Bruce.  
 
After further discussion, it was decided to nominate John 
Morgan as the first Observer Councillor and Mavis 
Warramiya as the second Observer Councillor.  
 
Moved: Jeffrey Malawa 
Seconded: Larry Bilanya 
For:  All   Against:  Nil 
 

4. Council Budget Restrictions 
 
John said that at the last Council meeting, it was announced 
that the NT Govt had reduced the Shire’s Operational Grant 
by $820,000 and that because of this shortfall, there would 
be severe budget restrictions put in place. John said he was 
now in the process of submitting a new revised budget for 
Shire Services Delivery, and said that it will mean fewer 
services for Milingimbi over the next year.  
 

5. Night Patrol Report 
 
John said that at a special Council meeting held via 
teleconference last week, the Director of Community 
Services, Dale Keehne, had explained to Council that over 
the past 12 months Council had been in dispute with the 
Night Patrol funding body, the Commonwealth Attorney 
General’s Dept. The Department is seriously underfunding 
the Night Patrol program and Council has asked them in a 
series of meetings to increase their funding, which they are 
not doing.  
 
At the time of the Council meeting, the Department had 
refused to agree to an increase of funding, and so the 
Council has said they will stop providing the service as from 
1st December unless an agreement can be reached before 
then.  
 
There followed considerable discussion about the Night 
Patrol, with one Board member wondering what was next – 
Centrelink?  
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6. Milingimbi Emergency Management Plan 
 

John said that every community in the Shire was required to 
have an emergency management plan, in this instance 
called a Counter-Disaster Recovery and Resilience Plan.  
 
This plan documents what we have to do to prepare for 
cyclones, and then what we do during and after the cyclone. 
It is a standardised plan across the Shire, but in the case of 
Milingimbi and Ramingining, it is slightly different in that both 
communities are in the Maningrida Police District, which of 
course is in West Arnhem Shire. However, in our case, if a 
cyclone threatens Milingimbi, the Ramingining Police will be 
stationed here for the duration.  
 
After some discussion the Board agreed to accept the 
Milingimbi Counter-Disaster Recovery and Resilience Plan.  
 
Moved:       Oscar Datajarrang 
Seconded: Johnny Djunmalwarri 
For:  All   Against:  Nil 
 

7. East Arnhem Shire Council Strategic Plan 
 
John said that Council wanted to develop its 3-year Strategic 
Plan with the help of local communities and Boards. A 
strategic plan is a set of guidelines by which the Council will 
operate and develop its future business. In other words, we 
find out what the community wants and then plan to put this 
into action, including operations and funding programs.  
 
He said that Banambi and Ian would be visiting all the 
communities to explain the strategic plan further, but in the 
meantime, John went through the plan and showed three 
large diagram charts showing various Council functions. He 
asked the Board to place red stickers on what they thought 
the most important areas of Council services. Once finished, 
he said he would take a photo of each chart and send that 
into Nhulunbuy.  
 
 

3 

 
General Business 
 
The Chair asked for any General Business. 
 
John: Said that the Shire was having its annual conference - 
Strong Communities, Strong Futures - next month at the 
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Convention Centre in Darwin. This is a showcase for EASC 
and many government and non-government people and 
organisations will be attending.  
 
The Shire has asked that Keith, as the Community Liaison 
Officer, and John, as the SSM, to attend this conference. 
However, the Shire has also asked that a community 
representative also attend the conference, and John asked 
the Board if they had any suggestions. 
 
After some discussion and several suggestions, the Board 
decided to nominate Jeffrey Malawa as the community 
representative to the Strong Communities, Strong Futures 
conference on 12th October.  
 
There was no further General Business. 
 

Meeting Closed at:      2.25 pm 

Next Meeting:              Thursday 27th October  at 11am – Location: Council Boardroom 
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