
From: Emma Kennedy <Emma.Kennedy@eastarnhem.nt.gov.au> 
Date: 14 August 2012 11:43:49 PM ACST 
To: Kaye Thurlow <Kaye.Thurlow@eastarnhem.nt.gov.au>, 'KAYE THURLOW' 
<thurlowkaye@bigpond.com> 
Subject: Galiwin'ku CAB 15/8/12 - Animal Control Report 
  
Galiwin’ku Animal Control Plans 
  
At the  last  Galiwin’ku CAB meeting that I attended (early July?) 
I mentioned that we had received the funding approval for the 
development & implementation of local laws, but to progress 
further I was planning on developing an Animal Welfare and 
Control Working Group (from the new Council). This working 
Group has since been developed and consists of a 
representative Councillor from each ward – Alfred for Marthakal 
Ward. 
  
At the last Council Meeting in late July, the AW&C Working 
Group met to discuss ideas for Animal Control Local Laws. 
Some ideas from previous Councils discussions were raised and 
further developments were made. 
  
These include: 
  
-          Registering all owned dogs in EASC communities  (dog 
collar & name tag; entered into a database)> eventually moving 
towards a reduction in the number of dogs per household. It’s 
unlikely that we would impose any strict law on the number of 
dogs ‘allowed’ in any one house in the near future. We’re just 
moving towards encouraging owner responsibility and educating 
owners on the benefits of having less, healthier and more 
controlled dogs. 
  
-          Addressing ‘Dangerous’ or ‘cheek’ dogs > a process of 
investigating and addressing dog bite incidents and determining 
the best way to address theses (eg: warning; keeping dog in 
fenced yard; relocate to quiet homeland?; euthanase problem 
dogs/repeat offenders) 



  
  
-          Compulsory desexing of certain ‘restricted’ breeds > certain 
dog breeds are bred for fighting/hunting/killing and this is their 
natural instinct. When these dogs are introduced into 
communities and are allowed to breed with camp dogs and 
dingoes their offspring are likely to display these behaviours as 
well. This would result in huge problems for community safety in 
Galiwin’ku. Dog bites would be more frequent and much more 
severe. To avoid this we ask that specific breeds (yet to be 
confirmed,but for example: Pit Bull Terriers, Rottweilers, 
Ridgeback, German Shepherds, Bull Mastiffs) be desexed prior 
to coming to communities 
  
-          Animal Welfare: discussed the suffering of some dogs and 
the need to alleviate suffering. This needs further discussion and 
clarification 
  
It would be great to discuss these ideas further with the 
Galiwin’ku community advisory board to get some feedback on 
these ideas and further opinions. It may even be worthwhile 
developing our own Galiwin’ku AW&C Working Group to be able 
to work more closely on this issue and progress it further. 
  
Input from all CAB’s will be considered prior to finalising details 
with the Animal W&C Working Group and then deciding on the 
final product to be implemented. 
  
  
Other great news: GALIWIN’KU’s 2 new EASC ANIMAL 
MANAGEMENT WORKERS started this week in a permanent 
part-time position : Virginia Barratj & Sharon Wunungmurra (will 
try to make up  a poster for you to show at the meeting if I get a 
chance) 


