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Yirrkala Community Advisory Board Meeting 
Date: 14/11/2012 Meeting Opened: 10:45am Meeting Closed: 12:25pm Location: Multipurpose Hall 
Chairperson Ben Waugh 
Present: Ben Waugh, Diplinga Marika, Yananymul Mununggurr, Maryclaire  Milikins GEC, Banambi 

Wunungmurra, Waninya Gary Marika, Rhonda Yunupingu, Amy Davidson, Chris Daly, Lisita 
Taulani, Diane Keenly 

Apologies: Djuwalpi Marika, Marrpalawuy Marika, Djapirri Mununggirritj, Barayuwa Mununggurr 
Note taker: Amy Davidson 

 
1  Welcome 
1.0 Ben Waugh welcomed all in attendance and thanked them for attending the Yirrkala Community Advisory 

Board Meeting in absence of Chairperson  Djuwalpi Marika 
  
Action Item Responsible Deadline 
 No Action Items   

2 CAB New Membership 
Action Item Responsible Deadline 
 No new members    

3 Territory Housing & Maintenance Process – Chris Daly 
3.0 Chris Daly informed the meeting 

 The process for reporting a housing issue, is community members phone or come into the Yirrkala 
EASC office and the housing staff, Rhonda and Renae fill out a maintenance request form. 

 The housing staff ask questions to determine what type of problem the community member has in 
their house.  

 Housing staff have a book of photographs showing possible problems. Housing staff show 
community members the photos to identify there problem.  

 Housing staff may also visit the LOT/House to determine what the problem is. 
 Once the problem is identified the housing staff will check the FICS computer program to see if the 

problem has already been reported. If not they will fax/email the request form to the Housing dept in 
Nhulunbuy EASC.   

 Nhulunbuy Housing staff then split request into 2 categorise, 1. Urgent request which may cause a 
treat to life and 2. Non life threatening maintenance request.  

 All requests are sent the Territory Housing daily.  
 Territory Housing then decide if they will approve the repairs and if they do approve the repairs they 

inform Nhulunbuy EASC Housing staff and they then issue the contractors work orders to carry out 
the repairs. 

 Territory Housing will not approve repairs if the damages have been caused by the tenants. 
 Contractors report back to EASC Nhulunbuy housing monthly.  
 Chris advised that there are also funding/budget changes to consider.  In the past budget for housing 

repairs have been around 8 million however now it is 2 million. 
 Territory Housing has been gathering rental information and if tenants start paying rent the budget 

allowed for repairs might increase. 
 Renovation to upgrade housings may be on hold due to the dispute/ and no current leases in 

Yirrkala.  
 Maryclaire informed the meeting of the in principal agreement. 
 All tenants in the house need to pay rent. 
 Housing reference groups needs to be made up from a variety people and variety of ages. 
 Michelle from Territory Housing along with Timmy & Djapirri will be organising the Housing Reference 

Group. 
 The process for joining and being a member of the Housing Reference Group is a formal process. 



  abn 92 334 301 078 web www.eastarnhem.nt.gov.au 
                     phone 1300 764 573 fax (08) 8986 8999 email info@eastarnhem.nt.gov.au 

office Lot  198 Chaseling Square, Yirrkala , NT 0880 
                                            post CMB1 Yirrkala via Nhulunbuy NT 0881 

 
 

 Formal application forms need to be submitted 
 James Rogers disclosed at the previous LRG meeting that the renovations and refurbishment to 

Territory Housing will be done over a 2 year period. 
 The jobs that are easier to fix will be completed before more complex jobs. 
 Yirrkala is the last community in East Arnhem that will be done. 
 Banambi asked: Why will it take 2 years? Why so long? 
 Maryclaire explained: It is the Territory Housing process, possibly lack of man power. 
 Waninya asked: How do you apply for a new house? 
 Maryclaire suggested that the Housing reference group meeting will be able to assist.  Housing 

reference group will be a place where you can voice your concerns  (Territory housing have 
application forms) 

 Ben advised: Rhonda and Territory Housing staff recently spend 1 week working there way around 
the community collecting information on tenants and houses. 

 Diane asked:  ‘Will houses still get maintenance done?’ 
 Chris stated:  There will always be work that doesn’t get approved. 
 Diane asked:  How does the community know that work is not getting done? 
 Chris stated:  When people re request work they will be informed. 
 Ben asked:  Will Rhonda be informed? 
 Chris advised:  He is working on this process, if the tenant is responsible for the damage they will 

need to pay for the maintenance.  
 Banambi asked:  Why does it take so long for work to be done? 
 Chris advised:  For example, If the tenant asked for the toilet to be unblocked a number of times in a 

small time frame the tenants need to fix it or pay of the maintenance. 
 Waninya advised:   I have had water issues for a number of months, how can I get this fixed? 
 Chris advised:   Re – request the work to be done via Rhonda. If the problem/ issues has changed or 

you have new information about the issue it also needs t be re – reported. 
 Waninya asked who needs to pay rent? 
 Rhonda advised:   All tenants in the house with a CRN number must pay rent. The head tenant & Co 

tenant will be on the lease agreement. 
 Waninya asked:  Who do we contact about power and water cards/ problems? 
 Chris advised:  The EASC is not an agent for PAWA.  EASC can assist in calling PAWA in 

emergencies however if the EASC call PAWA on behalf on a tenant the EASC gets billed for the 
work. 

 Chris advised water problems inside the house yard can be report to EASC and fixed via Territory 
Housing.  Problems that occur outside the yard need to be reported and fixed by PAWA. 

 Gary asked, When TH do renovation, can I get a new shed? 
 Chris advised, renovations will not be done for convenience reasons. 
 Banambi asked, will new house be built to help with overcrowding? 
 Chris advised, this is a TH issues. The housing reference group will help to find solutions to this 

problem. 
 

 
4  

4. EASC Yirrkala - Update / Ben Waugh SSM 
 

 Ben advised that the new street lights have arrived.  
 Contractors will begin to install them in Ski Beach tomorrow 15/11/2012. 
  The street Lights are of good quality and can’t be broken easily.  
 The lights in Yirrkala will be installed by the end of the month. 
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 Ben advised the community loud speaker has arrived and EASC is waiting for contractors to arrive to 
install it. Public announcements can be made by the EASC CLO’s, Banambi, Djuwalpi and Waninya. 
Please do not use the loud speaker for family arguments. The speaker should be used for, 
community services announcements, health visits, cyclone awareness and ceremony awareness. 

 
 Maryclaire suggested, announcements after 4pm could be made about awareness of petrol sniffing & 

healthy Lifestyle messages. 
 

 Ben raised the topic of the OH&S issue regarding the newly formed road past the EASC Child Care 
building. 

 
 Lisita Taulani raised concerns about a new road the community members have forged that now runs 

past the child care playground/building. The new road creates a lot of dust that blows into the 
children. There is also a risk of a car rolling through the fence.  

 
 Yananymul stated, the children’s safety must come first. 

 
 All present at the meeting supported blocking the road to ensure the children’s safety.  

 
 Ben advised, Municipal services would organise to block the road with big rocks brought from the 

quarry. This will be arranged promptly. 
 

 Lisita informed the meeting that there is a position available at the Yirrkala EASC Child Care. Lisita is 
seeking a Yolgnu staff member in hope to encourage more Yolgnu children to access the child care 
service. There is a play group in Rika Park, Wallaby Beach and Ski Beach to encourage healthy play, 
learning and access to child care services. 

 
 Waninya suggested that notices be displayed at the clinic and at the EASC to ensure the community 

is aware of when and where play group is running. 
 

 Yananymul asked, Is this position full time? 
 

 Dianne advised that the position is full time however she is flexible to accommodate staff’s needs. 
 

 Maryclaire suggested playgroup time be advertised on the school notice board.  
 

 Maryclaire advised that community members are missing youth events and activities and there is a 
need for them to advertised further.   

 
 Maryclaire travelled around with the EASC Night Patrol. Maryclaire suggested the LRG & community 

members could also attend and sit in on night patrol services to increase community awareness of 
the issues in Yirrkala at night. 

 
  5. Government Engagement Coordinator Update - Maryclaire Milikins 

 Maryclaire gave an update on the taxi service and complaints. Maryclaire advised all taxis should 
display fairs. Taxi drivers should be reported to police if you or a community members experience 
unfair treatment, rude behaviour and unfair taxi charges. Taxi drivers aren’t legally allowed to stop 
and ask people if they want a lift. Maryclaire advised, Brendon/ minister of transport requested that 
taxi’s use meter’s to Yirrkala. Education to community members needs to be given regarding equal 
rights. If community members are asked to leave their bank cards & pin numbers with the taxi drivers 
this should be reported to the police.  
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There have been reports that the taxi drivers sometimes charge $50.00 from Nhulunbuy to Yirrkala 
and/or $50.00 per person. Passengers need to make an arrangement with the taxi driver on an 
arranged price before leaving. 
 

 The funding for the oval lights is in stage 2. 
 
  Lights for the basketball lights are still in stage 1. 

 
 

5 Other Business 
Action Item Responsible Deadline 
 

 Gary asked if speed bumps are going to be used in Yirrkala? 
 
 

 Ben advised the local area traffic plan proposal includes additional speed 
signs and street names. Djapirri has been working on the plan. The plan 
has been signed off. No speed bumps as yet, No timeframe for 
implementation as yet. A grant submission has been logged to fix the 
roads in Yirrkala. The EASC Parks & Gardens workers are fixing pot 
holes today.  

 
 

 Banambi raised the issue of Petrol sniffing, a community plan, and 
targeting ring leaders. 

 
 Clinic staff suggested that it is the parent’s responsibility to look after their 

children and it can’t be left solely up to the Night patrol staff. 
 

 Maryclaire advised that Jos Cairns is working towards a 2nd night patrol 
car and later shifts. 

 
 Maryclaire advised Jo Carol from Dept of Children & Families, is working 

towards a work shop/ fun day to create a strong community and 
awareness.  

 
 Lisita suggested the Youth activities make media videos showing the 

negative impact and outcomes petrol sniffing has on young people. 
 

 Maryclaire noted the sniffing problem seems to increase over the school 
holidays. 

 
 Yananymul suggested the community create a walking foot patrol to 

ensure kids are escorted home. This will be discussed and raised at the 
next LRG meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 

N/A N/A 
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6 Motions 
Action Item Responsible Deadline 
 All members present support EASC decision to block the new road 

formed by community members that runs past the EASC Child Care to 
protect the children’s safety. 

 Arrange installation of Street lights in Yirrkala  
 

Ben Waugh 
 

Ben Waugh 

Jan 2013 
 

Dec 2012 

7 Next Meeting 
7.0 Next CAB meeting date will be held bi-monthly with the LRG meeting to ensure good attendance. 

Maryclaire GEC will advise future date for LRG/CAB in 2013.  
 
 


