
MALA Leaders Community Advisory Board (CAB) MEETING 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday 20/02/2013 

 
 
Opening:   
The regular meeting of the MALA Leaders Community Advisory Board was called to 
order at 10.40am on 06/09/2012in the Drop-in Centre by Noel Mangurra. 
  
Present: Bobby Wunungmurra (late), Davis Marrawunga, Noel Mangurra, Gowara 
Wanambi, Teresa Ngurruwuthun, Leslie Campion, Jimmy Marrkula, Ruth Hansen, 
Yangipuy Wanambi, Chris Dhagapan, Dorothy Ganabarr, David Wunungmurra and 
Michael Wunungmurra.  
 
Observers: Owen Roberts, Dale Keehne 
 
Previous Minutes: Previous Minutes are unavailable and will be tabled at the next 
meeting.  
 
The Chairman arrived late. The deputy chair Noel Mangurra opens the meeting 
 
Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was unanimously approved as distributed. 
 
1. The Arnhem Land Foundation 
Dale Keehne explains the future role of the aboriginal corporation the ‘Arnhem Land 
Foundation’ for the provision and continuation of community services in the Arnhem 
region. 
 
The need to establish a body capable is of running community services has been 
identified for the following reasons;  

1. The current review of the Shires – there is a possibility that local councils will 
be restricted from providing community services in the future and there is no 
clear replacement operator of community services. The Arnhem Land 
Foundation has been created to ensure that community services are 
safeguarded and smoothly transitioned. 

2. Currently the EASC is not fully funded the true cost for the provision of 
community services and as a local government is restricted from applying for 
other sources of funding that other community service providers have access 
to. 

3. Ensuring local control and oversight of services. 
 
Discussion about implications for the local community and implementation 
timeframes. CAB wished to support for the project 
 
Moved by Yangipuy Wanambi 
Seconded by Gowara Wanambi 
Unanimously approved 



2. $5,000 Community Advisory Board Funding 
Dale explains that the council has approved the disbursement of $5000 in each 
community for community projects and events. This will be decided on and 
administered by the CAB’s with the support of the shire service managers. The money 
can be used at the CAB’s discretion subject to the conditions in the community 
advisory board grant program guidelines (see appendix A). 
 
Discussion about use will take place over the next month and the community will be 
consulted. Ideas will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
3. The cemetery and back-yard burials 
Owen explains about the Cemeteries Act and how it explicitly forbids burial outside 
of a cemetery except with explicit NT government approval. The Council is unable to 
help with any burials not in the cemetery because of this. The CAB to acknowledges 
this. 
Moved  by Bobby Wunungmurra 
Seconded by Davis Marrawunga 
Unanimously approved 
 
4. Re-Affirmation of Board Members 
Owen speaks on how the CAB membership is to too large and that a quorum is rarely 
reached because of issues around attendance. Discussion on an appropriate 
membership size. CAB members to consult clan groups.  At the next meeting a new 
and smaller membership will be voted in and chairman and vice chairman to go to 
elections. 
 
Adjourned for lunch 12.00pm – 12.20pm  
 
5. Council Projects 
Update on council projects. New road signs are in the process of being installed by 
municipal services. Several hundred trees have been planted around community. New 
street lights have been installed and are 40% more efficient than their predecessors. 
New cameras have been ordered for security around shire buildings as a result of the 
recent break ins. 
 
6. General Business 
The P.A. system is broken and in the process of getting fixed. Discussion about 
extending the range to include the entire community.   
There is no mechanic at the moment – the Council is looking at a replacement. 
 
Lack of a council tradesman raised as an issue – the community doesn’t feel 
supported. There is widespread concern about community repairs and maintenance. 
The CAB asks Owen to raise this with the executive. 
Moved by Michael Wunungumurra 
Seconded by David Wunugmurra 
Unanimously approved 
 
Adjournment:   
Meeting was adjourned at 2.30pm by Bobby Wunungmurra.  The next CAB is the 
13th March. 



 
APPENDIX A 

East Arnhem Shire 
Council 

 
Community Advisory Board Grant 

Program Guidelines 
 

 
 

1. The Program 
 
The purpose of the East Arnhem Shire Council Community Grants Program is to 
provide assistance direct to communities to conduct events, services, provide 
facilities or purchase equipment which helps build community capacity to achieve 
stated organisational and community objectives. 
 
The Program provides Community Advisory Boards a maximum of $5000 
 
 
 
2. Eligible Projects 
 
Funds will be distributed for initiatives in the following categories: 
 
Equipment associated with the activities of the organisation 
- Sport and play equipment; 
 
Special one off events and activities including 
- Community arts and recreation events; 
- Community education activities. 
 
Minor Capital Works 
- Construction and/or maintenance of buildings and Council infrastructure; 
- Construction and/or maintenance of fixed facilities; 
- Construction and/or maintenance of landscaping, parks or other recreational 
areas; 



- Health, safety and access upgrades of community facilities. 
 
 
3. Ineligible Projects 
 
The following projects are deemed ineligible for funding: 
- recurrent expenses 
- travel costs 
- commercial activities or events 
 
 
4. Submitting your Application 
 
An application must include a completed application form and additional supporting 
documentation including quotations or other material that clearly demonstrates how 
the applicant arrived at the amount requested.  
 
These applications will be assessed by East Arnhem Shire Council.  
 
 

5. Successful Applications 
 
Successful Advisory Boards will be notified by a letter of acknowledgement and 
approval of the project 
Funds are to be expended within the financial year. 
 
 
 
6. Reporting and Acquittal Requirements 
An acquittal is a statement provided by the successful applicant after the grant funds 
have been expended confirming that grant expenditure was in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of the funding agreement. 
A Project Report and Acquittal Form must be returned within two (2) months of the 
funds being expended and before the end of the financial year. 
 
When returning acquittal documents the following is required: 
- A letter summarising the project; 
- The signed and completed Project Report and Acquittal Form; 
- Receipts. 
Photos must be supplied if applicable. 
 


