
 
 
 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY MINUTES 
 

MILINGIMBI 
 

Date: 19th August 2014 Time: 11.20 am                             Venue: Council Boardroom 

Members Present: Keith Lapulung (Chair), Jessie Murarrgirarrgi (Vice-Chair), Wilson Ganambar, Ernest Matjawuy, 
Djandjay Baker, Julius Walkiya, Joanne Gulurrthu, Dorothy Buyuminy, Richard Barakal, Alfred Walpay. 

Staff: John Horgan (CSM), Bob Baker (Admin Manager). 
 
Apologies:  Judy Lirririnyin (LA), Jo Ellis (PowerWater).    

Guests/Visitors:  Leonie Molloy (PowerWater), John Morgan.  

Previous Minutes Ratified: John H read the Minutes of the previous meeting.  
Resolution to accept the previous Minutes: Moved: Jessie Murarrgirarrgi. Seconded: Alfred Walpay. Carried. 

Item Details Actions 

Who When 

1. Guest Speaker/Visitor Report: Leonie Molloy (PowerWater) spoke on 
behalf of Jo Ellis about the results from last year’s water test bore 
program on Milingimbi Island. Leonie presented photos and charts on the 
SmartBoard and put up a map showing the location of the bores and also 
where the main water supply is located underground.  

There was some discussion about Mili’s long term water supply, with 
Djandjay saying that in earlier times, every house had a rainwater tank 
attached. She said that there had been salt water contamination in 
Bottom Camp and also many people moved over to the mainland to 
Nangalala and what is now Ramingining. John M. said there had also 
been discussion about bringing water in from the mainland via a pipeline.  

There was further discussion regarding the proposed new cemetery site 
and also whether the current waste management tip was in a water 
catchment area. Leonie said PowerWater is seeking permission from the 
Local Authority to send some more specialists to drill some more test 
bores to find out this information and also to find the exact perimeters of 
the water table. The meeting agreed with this and Leonie said she would 
find out when the engineers would likely to be coming. Moved: Alfred W. 
Seconded: Richard B. Carried.  

  

2. Regional Council Report: John H reported from the Council meeting in 
Umbakumba last month. There was some discussion about the Local 
Authorities, with John saying that all of the LAs have had their first 
meetings. Djandjay asked about the terms of the LAs, and John said 
nominally the LAs run for four years the same as the elected Council, 
with the current Local Authorities completing their first term in March 
2016, along with the new Council elections. However, he said there has 
been discussion about this between Council and Local Government, with 
some suggestion that the LAs run for fixed periods such as four years as 
with Council, but always starting on, say, 1st July, instead of at the same 
time as the new Council. John said he would find further information and 
report to the next meeting.  

John H to 
confirm Local 
Authority 
length of 
terms. 

Report by next 
LA meeting.  

3. CEO Report: John H said he had received a new Report from our CEO, 
John Japp, and he said that copies were in the meeting packs for each 

  



 
member. He also put the report up on the screen and went through it.  

Members found this very informative and John H said he would also 
distribute it to our staff here in Mili.  

4. Financial Report: John H said that as it is only the beginning of the 
financial year, there has been some delay in producing our financial 
reports. As such, there was no financial report for this meeting, but he 
had spoken to our Finance Director, Kerry Whiting, who said that his 
department was working on producing individual community reports for 
each Local Authority meeting, so as to give the LA members a better 
picture of Council’s finances in relation to Milingimbi. John said that 
there should be a report for our next meeting in October. 

John H to 
follow up on 
financial 
reports 

Report by next 
LA meeting. 

5. Community Issues:  

1. Djandjay spoke to the members regarding young people driving 
without a driver’s licence. The Chair suggested the need for 
action on this as it was dangerous. John said that he’d spoken to 
RJCP about this and they are getting the NT Drive Safe people in 
to train everyone from Learner’s Permits, through P Plates and 
then full licences. He said that RJCP had purchased a dual control 
vehicle, which will be used for driver training. John said he 
believed the vehicle was in Ramingining at the moment. 

2. In other matters, the Chair said that there is a request for the 5 
Camps to have a meeting to discuss the police drug squad action 
last weekend, where they raided the men’s business ceremony 
area, looking for drugs which they did not find. As well, that 
meeting wishes to discuss the home-brew problem and the sale 
of yeast. 
 

 
 
John H to find 
out from RJCP 
when Drive 
Safe will be 
coming to the 
community. 
 
 
 
Chair to 
organise 
community 
meeting 

 
 
ASAP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TBA 
 

6. General Business: 

1. Installation of Speed Humps: John said that as per the request 
from the last meeting, Council has now obtained a set of speed 
humps to be placed on Gadapu Rd adjacent to the school. He 
said the humps would be in place shortly and before the end of 
this term.  

2. LA Members Training: John said that special training was 
available for Local Authority members from Matrix, who had 
delivered some training for Keith, John and Bob recently in 
Nhulunbuy. He put the training program up on the screen and 
explained the various sections and what they were for. He said 
the training sessions could be adapted to suit the LA’s 
requirements and that it would be delivered in community. After 
discussion, the meeting resolved to invite Matrix to deliver both 
the full day and the half day training program. Moved: Julius W. 
Seconded: Ernest M. Carried.   

3. Cemeteries Policy: John presented a draft of the Council’s 
proposed Cemeteries Policy and went through it, explaining each 
section. There was some discussion on the policy and also on the 
proposed new cemetery site, as per the discussion in the earlier 
PowerWater presentation. The meeting agreed that the 
Cemeteries Policy was manymak and that they did not require 
any changes. John said that the finalised policy will be discussed 
by Council at their next meeting in Darwin.  

4. Proposed War Memorial: John said that as mentioned at the last 

 

 

 

 

 

John H to find 
out when the 
Matrix training 
program will 
be delivered. 

 

 

 

Members 
endorsed the 
draft 
Cemeteries 
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meeting, Council wishes to submit an application to the 
Australian War Memorial under their Centenary of ANZAC 
funding program to construct a cenotaph in the front park 
adjacent to the flag poles. The cenotaph would have the names 
of all the people killed in and around Milingimbi (mostly airmen) 
during World War 2 engraved on it and would serve as a 
permanent marker of our community’s important involvement in 
WW2. For example, he said that Flight Lt William Gove, after 
whom Gove is named, was killed on a mission flying out of the 
Milingimbi airstrip.  

After discussion, the Chair and the meeting fully supported the 
application for the construction of the cenotaph. Moved: Alfred 
W. Seconded: Richard B. Carried.  

John H to 
provide details 
of war 
memorial 
grant 
application to 
Grants Officer 
Jessica 
Greenaway 

ASAP 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 15th October 2014. 

Meeting Closed: 2.30pm 

Chair Name:     Keith Lapulung                                                                               Signed:                                                                                                              
Date: 


