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Mission 

 
 

East Arnhem Regional Council is dedicated to 
promoting the power of people, protection of 

community and respect for cultural diversity in the 
East Arnhem Regional Council. It does this by 

forming partnerships, building community capacity, 
advocating for regional and local issues, 

maximising service effectiveness and linking people 
with information. 

 
 

Core Values 
Respect 

Professionalism 
Human Dignity 

Organisational Growth 
Equity 

Community 
 

MINUTES FOR THE LOCAL 
AUTHORITY MEETING 

 

4 December 2018 



MINUTES OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING HELD IN THE ANGURUGU 
COUNCIL OFFICE ON TUESDAY,  4 DECEMBER 2018 AT 10:00AM 
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ATTENDANCE 
 
Councillor Gordon Walsh 
Councillor Elliot Bara 
Chair Marianne Walsh 
Member Jonathan Nunggumajbarr 
Member Jabani Lalara 
 
OBSERVERS 
 
RMCS Matt Mills 
Government Official Janine Bevis 
Assistant Director CAS Stacey Eley 
CSC Fred Docking 
YSR Jasmin Ford 
GEAT Sheena  
 
MEETING OPENING 
 
Chair opened the meeting at 11:01 and welcomed all members and guests. 
 
DECISION TO MOVE TO CLOSED SESSION 

044/2018 RESOLVED (Gordon  Walsh/Elliot Bara) 
 
Members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting of the Closed Session and 
access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items considered during the course 
of the Closed Session be withheld. This action is taken in accordance with Section 65(2) of 
the Local Government Act, 2013 as the items lists come within the following provisions:- 
RESUMPTION OF MEETING 

045/2018 RESOLVED (Gordon  Walsh/Elliot Bara) 
 
That the decisions of Closed Session be noted as follows:- 

 

Apologies 

 

2.1 APOLOGIES AND ABSENT WITHOUT NOTICE 

SUMMARY: 
 

This report is to table, any apologies and requests for leave of absence received from Local Authority 
Members for the Angurugu Local Authority Meeting. 

 
046/2018 RESOLVED (Elliot Bara/Johnathan Nunggumajbarr) 
 

 
a) That the Local Authority notes Member’s Gregory Mamarika and Brian Pascoe 

absent without an apology for the Local Authority Meeting.  
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Conflict of Interest 

 

3.1 CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

SUMMARY: 
 
This report is tabled for members to declare any conflicts they have within the agenda. 

 
047/2018 RESOLVED (Gordon  Walsh/Jabani Lalara) 
 

a. That the Local Authority declares that there are no conflicts of interests 
declared at today’s meeting. 

 

  

Previous Minutes 

 

4.1 PREVIOUS MINUTES FOR RATIFICATION  

SUMMARY: 
 
Local Authority is to consider the unconfirmed minutes from the previous meeting. 

 
048/2018 RESOLVED (Gordon  Walsh/Elliot Bara) 2nd October 2018 
 
049/2018 RESOLVED (Jabani Lalara/Elliot Bara) 16th October 2018 
 

a) That the Local Authority approves the minutes from the previous meeting to be a 
true record of the Meeting  

 

  

Actions from previous minutes 

 

5.1 LOCAL AUTHORITY ACTION REGISTER 

SUMMARY: 
 
Attached is the running list of Local Authority action items as reported in previous meetings. 

 
050/2018 RESOLVED (Elliot Bara/Johnathan Nunggumajbarr) 
 
CR. G. Walsh asked if more information from Technical Services could be made available to 
LA Members.  It was agreed that RMCS M. Mills could update Councillors and Members on 
weekly basis.  
 
 

15/05/15 LA Members asked 
that a project to 
identify names of all 
grave sites in 
Angurugu 

RMCS M Mills; Discussion on planned process to 
give a quote to LA Members.  CR. E. Bara asked 
for a time frame to be put around the quoting 
process.  Chair M. Walsh noted that it will be a 
long process and hopes action will be taken in 
2019.  CR. G. Walsh requested dates for the 
planning process.  Chair M. Walsh suggested a 
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collective planning process between EARC, LA 
Members and ALC.  RMCS M Mills will advise LA 
Members of dates in February 2019 meeting. 

11/04/17 Water reinstatement 
- Cemetery 

RMCS M Mills; Technical Services indicated that 
there will need to be a new water line installed to 
the cemetery.  CR. G. Walsh asked if it was 
possible to connect water to the existing water 
line.  RMCS M. Mills noted from the Technical 
Services report that the existing line was not 
suitable and in disrepair.  

11/04/17 LA would like a shed 
installed at the 
airport for when 
bodies arrive for 
funerals 

RMCS M Mills; Provided a procurement plan to LA 
Members.  Tenders went out to 6 different groups, 
where only one company provided an estimate.  
Recommendation was to seek permission from LA 
Members to resubmit the tender in 2019.  CR G. 
Walsh suggested moving the action to next year 
for discussion at February 2019 meeting.  

15/02/18 Ice Machine RMCS M Mills; Provided an update on location for 
the ice machine and construction requirements.  
The machine has already been purchased by 
EARC.  Chair M. Walsh noted that this is a priority 
to the community for such events as funerals.  
EARC time frame is approximately 1 month to 
complete this action.     

 Bus Shelters RMCS. M. Mills; Provided update on areas 
identified as bus stops.  Chair M. Walsh identified 
that a bus stop should also be provided at Mykala.  
CR. E. Bara asked if funding was made available 
for the project.  Chair M. Walsh noted that GEAT 
is going to provide dollar for dollar funding through 
the trust to the project.  RMCS M. Mills noted that 
there are 3 existing shelters in storage that could 
be used for the project.   

 
 
(a) That the Local Authority notes the progress on actions from the minutes of 

previous meetings as received and remove completed actions. 
 

  

Local Authority Projects 

 

6.1 LOCAL AUTHORITY PROJECT FUNDING UPDATES 

SUMMARY: 
 
This report is to update the Local Authority on the status of Local Authority Projects in the 
community. 

 
051/2018 RESOLVED (Johnathan Nunggumajbarr/Elliot Bara) 
 

a) That the Local Authority notes the progress of the Community LAPF Projects. 
b) That the Local Authority notes the list of projects completed and in progress in 

the East Arnhem Communities. 
c) That the Local Authority holds off any new projects until the February meeting 
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2019  
 

  

General Business 

 

7.1 AGED CARE NATSIFAC APPLICATION 

SUMMARY: 
 
EARC Aged & Disability Service is seeking a letter from All EARC Local Authorities across 
the region in support of the proposed regional National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island 
Flexible Aged Care (NATSIFAC) application. 

 
052/2018 RESOLVED (Marianne Walsh/Johnathan Nunggumajbarr) 
 
AD. CAS. S. Eley; EARC are seeking support from LA Members to move aged care funding 
into a pooled budget to enable the extension of care needed for each individual, known as 
flexi service. LA. J. Hunter requested further information on the changeover process.  AD 
CAS. S. Eley confirmed that no individual current services or funding will change until they 
have undergone an assessment.  This process is expected to take approximately 12 
months.  EARC have committed to ensuring that no individual will be disadvantaged during 
or after the changeover to a flexi service.   
LA J Lalara noted that he would like more time to discuss the recommendation to know what 
was being discussed.  Time was taken during the meeting to discuss process with LA. J 
Lalara.  Chair M. Walsh went through the recommendation with him.   
CR. G. Walsh enquired on staffing levels at aged care.  AD. CAS. S. Eley noted that they 
have had difficulties recruiting for aged care given the violence against workers in Angurugu. 
She asked LA Members for advice on how to move forward.  CR. E. Bara suggested 
speaking with Night Patrol and ALC for a combined effort to lesson tensions within the 
Community.  Chair M. Walsh noted this was a good idea, and that everyone should work 
together for a long term solution.  AD. CAS. S. Eley informed Members that there will only be 
one staff member in aged care from the 18th of December.  She noted that other EARC 
services have supported aged care operations utilising their employees and resources. CR. 
G. Walsh suggested a solution could be a more flexible approach to recruitment as a 
temporary measure.  GO J. Bevis suggested temporary external contracts.  AD CAS. S. Eley 
has explored this avenue and it wasn’t feasible.  
 
(a) That Local Authorities assist EARC A&DS by providing a letter of support for 

this application and by helping A&DS to explain these changes to fellow 
community members at community briefings/education sessions in coming 
weeks. 

 

 

7.2 REGIONAL MANAGER COUNCIL SERVICES (RMCS) REPORT 

SUMMARY: 
 
This report is provided by the RMCS at every Local Authority meeting to provide information 
and/or updates to members. 

 
053/2018 RESOLVED (Elliot Bara/Jabani Lalara) 
 
RMCS. M. Mills: presented report to LA Members.  CR. G. Walsh asked for an update on 
contractor clearing road gutters.  He had previously reported to Technical Services that there 
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were piles of dirt left alongside the roads by the contractors.  RMCS. M. Mills noted that the 
contractors have been approached and asked to come back and remove the piles of dirt.   
CR. G. Walsh noted that approximately $330,000 has been taken out of the MSS budget to 
create a training position based out of Gove.  He noted historically training had been based 
out of Angurugu under apprenticeship schemes, and that these were highly successful.  His 
concern is that the position could take away employment from Local Aboriginal People.  
RMCS M. Mills replied that he isn’t aware of the creation of a training position.  He noted 
there are 3 positions available within MSS.  These positions should be progressive careers, 
from casual to full time employment.  
RMCS M. Mills discussed new training being made available to Night Patrol and that it is 
expected the training will have a positive impact for recruitment, including recruitment of 
women.  
 

a) That The Local Authority notes the RMCS report.  
 

 

 

7.3 ACTING CEO REPORT 

SUMMARY: 
 
This report is provided by the Acting CEO at every Local Authority meeting to provide 
information to members. 

 
054/2018 RESOLVED (Elliot Bara/Gordon  Walsh) 
 
RMCS M. Mills Report; CR. G. Walsh provided LA Members a hand out of presentation from 
Jim Rogers at the EARC Council meeting.  He discussed the last page being that ALC move 
towards self-governance for Groote Eylandt and away from EARC should be made aware to 
the community as changes come about.  CR. E. Bara relayed this in Language to LA 
Members.  LA Members noted they appreciated the update. 
 

(a) That the Local Authority notes the Acting CEO report.  
 

  

Guest Speakers 

 

8.1 GEAT - BUS SHELTERS 

SUMMARY: 
 
This presentation is to discuss the Bus Shelters 

 
055/2018 RESOLVED (Gordon  Walsh/Jabani Lalara) 
 
GEAT Koshena; GEAT have already purchased the bus signs for the project.  Chair M. 
Walsh presented photos to LA Members on the type of bus shelter that should be installed, 
being that they are cyclone and weather proof.  RMCS M. Mills noted that similar shelters 
have previously been purchased by EARC and could possibly be used for the project and 
that MSS have the ability to install these.  CR. G. Walsh noted that there is a bit of planning 
to go through with the directors as to the exact location of the shelters.  GEAT Koshena said 
she will require the costings to the project once finalised so they could determine if they can 
match it dollar for dollar.  
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(a) That the Local Authority notes the presentation 
(b) RMCS to provide GEAT with costings for the 4 proposed bus shelters before 

February 2019 LA Meeting to allow Koshena to take this to the board with 
regards to GEAT approving dollar for dollar contribution to build and install 

 

  

COMMUNITY REPORTS 

 

9.1 FINANCE REPORT 

SUMMARY: 
 
The Finance Report outlines the budget for the community and details works expenditure as 
required in the community. 

 
056/2018 RESOLVED (Elliot Bara/Johnathan Nunggumajbarr) 
 
RMCS. M. Mills; presented report to LA Members. CR. G. Walsh noted that he would like to 
see EARC providing some training to LA Members to understand the financial report in more 
depth.  Chair M. Walsh noted that there is an opportunity for EARC to present the reports in 
a simpler version.  
 

(a) That the Local Authority note the report 
(b) That the Local Authority note the monies spent report 
(c) CR. E. Bara and CR. G. Walsh will ask the Acting CEO for a report to be 

included at the January OCM for a more defined user friendly financial report 
for LA Meetings for all EARC Communities 

 

  

Questions From Members 

 

10.1 QUESTIONS FROM LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS 

SUMMARY: 
 
This is for the Local Authority members to ask any questions and issues not covered in 
today’s meeting. 

 
057/2018 RESOLVED (Gordon  Walsh/Jabani Lalara) 
 
LA Members asked that YSR. J. Ford update them on activities for youth over the Christmas 
period. YSR. J. Ford presented program to LA Members and noted that both YSR 
Coordinators will be working over Christmas running programs including fishing, movie 
nights and utilising the recreation hall.  They are also working with Bush Fit to maximise 
available activities.  The School and GEAT have made their vehicles available to support 
transporting families to and from programs.  CR. G. Walsh suggested utilising social media 
to get the information out to the community and asked that a video presentation be made to 
present at the February 2019 meeting.  CR. E. Bara noted that his was a good idea.  
 

a) That the Local Authority notes the questions raised by members and for those 
questions to be followed up if they cannot be answered at today’s meeting.   
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Questions From Public 

 

11.1 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

SUMMARY: 
 
The Local Authority will now take questions from members the public. 

 
058/2018 RESOLVED (Gordon  Walsh/Jabani Lalara) 
 

a) That the Local Authority notes there were no questions from the public.  
    

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 Tuesday 5th of February 2019 
 
MEETING CLOSE 
 
The meeting terminated at 14:54 pm. 
 
THIS PAGE AND THE PRECEEDING    38 PAGES ARE THE MINUTES OF THE Local 
Authority Meeting HELD ON Tuesday,  4 December 2018 . 
 
 

 
 

Chair of the Angurugu Local Authority 
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