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When considering relocating to one of the East Arnhem Shire communities with your pet, 
there are various things that you should be aware of. The nature of animal populations in 
Indigenous communities, as well as the tropical climate of the NT gives rise to a lot of 
different situations that pet owners need to be aware of prior to making the move. 

 

Dogs and Community Life 

Dog nature and populations in Indigenous communities are different to that of 
mainstream society. As well as being companions, dogs provide physical & spiritual 
protection, often help with hunting and more importantly, in some communities dogs are 
seen as sacred animals - being part of dreamtime stories. They are often part of Yolngu 
kinship, and are given skin names that identify their relationship to Yolngu people all over 
Arnhem Land.  

Despite their importance, the dog situation in communities is often less than ideal. The 
long history of minimal veterinary services delivered to remote Indigenous communities 
has resulted in over-population and a high prevalence of malnourished, diseased and 
injured dogs.   

The lack of fencing in many communities’ means dogs and other pets are free to roam, 
often in groups or packs. Many dogs are protective of their territory and can sometimes 
be outwardly aggressive to strangers. Dog bites in some communities is not an 
uncommon occurrence. If you are in a threatening situation, it’s important to continue 
facing the dog, act confidently, stay calm and avoid fast movements. Often dogs will 
submit if you confidently and loudly yell out ‘Saaaah’ or ‘Shaaaah’. 

It is common to feel compelled to help sick, weak and abandoned pups and dogs by 
feeding them or ‘adopting’ them. It’s important to remember that if you are going to 
intervene and start providing for a camp dog that this may well be a life-long commitment. 
The dog will quickly develop a dependence on you, and is likely to be ostracised from 
other camp dogs. Only take on a dog if you are prepared to take it with you when you 
leave the community & if you believe the dog will be able to adapt to life elsewhere. 

 

Breeding Dogs 

Given the situation with roaming camp dogs and overpopulation, it is strongly recommend 
that dogs (and cats) relocating to EASC communities be desexed prior to relocating. This 
assists in reducing the number of breeding dogs in the community and will prevent your 
pet from a potentially dangerous and unpleasant situation. Male dogs in fenced yards are 
known to be lured out by in-season female camp dogs or dingoes – a very dangerous 
scenario for your dog. In-season females in a well fence yard are very likely to attract 
male dogs or dingoes. This is unpleasant for your dog, and results in another unwanted 
pregnancy. 

Interbreeding of larger breed dogs or hunting dogs with camp dogs and dingoes raises a 
huge concern. The introduction of these genetics into the camp dog or dingo gene pool 
could have devastating effects on community safety. We highly recommend that these 
dogs in particular be either surgically or chemically sterilised prior to arrival in 
communities – particularly for the long-term safety of the community. 
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Pet Health Considerations  

Heartworm 

Heartworm is a disease seen all over Australia, but is much more prevalent in the 
northern parts. Heartworm can be spread from animal to animal by a mosquito bite. The 
disease progresses to a life threatening condition. It is easily prevented by various 
products. 

Tropical Hookworm 

Tropical Hookworm is a particularly dangerous intestinal worm whose larvae can 
penetrate the skin or be ingested by dogs and cats. These worms are a significant 
problem in Northern Australia.  Prevention is by regular worming using known effective 
medications, frequently and often at higher doses in high risk areas. 

Ticks 

Bush ticks are common, especially in humid months. They feed on the animal’s blood 
causing blood-loss, and can result in secondary blood disease. Prevention is usually 
straight forward with good quality products.   

Fleas 

Fleas love warmth, humidity and sandy soil, and are often in high prevalence in EASC 
communities. Flea infestations on pets quickly become an infestation in and around your 
home.  

Transmissible Venereal Tumor (TVT) 

TVT is quite common in EASC communities. It is a form of cancer spread via mating, 
which results in a cancerous growth forming on the dogs genitals. If left untreated, it 
progresses to a terminal illness.  If your dog (male or female) is not sterilised and it 
escapes your yard and breeds with dogs in the area, it’s quite possible that it could 
contract this disease. Treatment requires chemotherapy.  

Vaccinations 

Prior to moving, it’s recommended that your pet’s vaccinations are up to date. Parvovirus, 
Kennel Cough and Cat Flu are frequently seen in communities, and extremely difficult to 
control. The EASC Vet Service may be available to assist you, but given that this is not a 
frequent service, some community residents purchase vaccinations on line or from 
private vets in Darwin, and organise someone with the appropriate skills in the community 
to vaccinate their pet.   

Nasties 

Dogs swimming in rivers or the ocean are potential croc & shark bait. If you’re not 
swimming, neither should they.  

Cane toads are very common in the wet season. If ingested by your pet, the toxin can 
cause drooling, seizures, coma and even death. If you suspect this, rinse their mouth out 
with running water for about 10mins (avoid directing it down into the throat) and 
thoroughly clean the mouth out.  

And lastly, despite their coat, dogs can be stung by stingers. If stung, provide first aid as 
you would a human. 

Given the remoteness of communities, it’s a good idea to keep a well stocked pet First 
Aid Kit. It is recommended you talk to your vet prior to relocating and make the most of 
on-line pet & vet websites to gain more information or purchase products: 
www.vetproductsdirect.com.au and www.vet-pet-supplies-online.com 


