
Deputy President Gawura Wanambi was elected as a Councillor in the 2012 NT Shire 
Council election in the Gumurr Miyarrka Ward. Gawura is serving his first term in 
Council and first term as the Deputy President.

Deputy President Wanambi was born in the Arnhem Bay area, an area established long 
before Gapuwiyak was formed. He first attended school in Galwin’ku before spending 
two years from Transition at Dhupuma College in Gove. Gawura then returned to 
complete years 8 and 9 at the Nhulunbuy Area School. Gawura is a member of the 
Marraŋu Clan and his homeland is Raymaŋirr.

Gawura, a highly respected member of his community who is regularly called upon for 
his advice and guidance, has been employed in a great number of positions in 
Gapuwiyak since a young man. He originally started at the local Gapuwiyak Store 
working as a Storeman, before moving on to a Municipal Services Team role with the 
Town Council during the days of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs.

Not long after ATSIC was formed, Gawura was appointed as Assistant Community 
Worker for the Ŋaduŋgay Homelands Resource Centre. Gawura’s skills and clear 
leadership abilities were noticed early, and he was appointed the Assistant CDEP 
Coordinator. Holding this position for 12months, he was then moved into the full time 
CDEP Coordinator role for a further year. 

Gawura’s influence amongst his clan and community, saw him elected to the Mala 
Leaders Reference Group. In 2008 with the introduction of the Shire model amongst 
regional areas of the Northern Territory, he continued the role as community voice and 
representative to the East Arnhem Shire Council, a member of the newly formed 
Community Advisory Boards. During the 2012 Council Elections, Gawura was elected 
to Council as one of the two Gumurr Miyarrka Councillors, his first term.  

In 2013, Gawura began his engagement with the Governance and Leadership project of 
the Council. He is also on the board of the Yolŋu Nations Assembly and has recently 
been appointed as the Director of a newly registered Gon-Dal Aboriginal Corporation

At the beginning of 2014, changes to the Local Government Act (NT) 2008 saw the shift 
from Community Advisory Boards to Local Authorities. As an EARC Councillor he 
automatically assumes an ex-officio role on the Gapuwiyak Local Authority, a 
responsibility he cherishes. A mentor for community members and Council staff alike, 
Gawura’s services and advice is highly sort.
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Gawura is a father of four, two boys and two girls, and has three grandchildren. In his 
spare time he takes every opportunity to get back out to his homeland and enjoys a bit 
of Simon & Garfunkel! An avid football supporter and ex-player, he proudly shouts his 
allegiance to Collingwood. Closer to home he is a Tiwi Bomber fan but won’t shy away 
from cheering for his AFL namesakes the Palmerston Maggies.

Committees & Directorships: 
• Council member of the Finance Committee
• Gapuwiyak Local Authority Member
• Yolŋu Nations Assembly - Board Member
• Gon-Dal Aboriginal Corporation - Director

Councillor Gawura Wanambi was elected Deputy President East Arnhem Regional 
Council on 26 November 2015.
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